
Will McNair, Worldwide Director for Oil and Soyfood Programs, Deputy Regional Director for Northeast Asia

U.S. Non-GMO Study & Specialty U.S. Soy 
Database Update



2

Non-GMO Acreage Study
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
All Food-grade 3.2 3.2 3.0 2.4 2.9 2.0 1.9 2.2
Contracted Food-grade 2.8 2.4 2.1 2.1 2.4 1.7 1.7 1.8
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 Roughly 80% to 85% of growers’ non-GMO food-grade soybeans are produced under 
contract each year. For 2022, growers reported 88% of the non-GMO food-grade acres 
were produced under contract. This translates to about 1.7 million acres in 2022. 
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End-Purpose for Non-GMO Food-grade Soybeans
(Unweighted)

Tofu Soymilk Natto Miso Sprouts General use
bean

Tempeh Don't know Other*

2021 39% 22% 16% 10% 3% 4% 1% 6% 1%

2022 37% 21% 17% 10% 4% 4% 1% 6% 0%

2023 37% 21% 18% 10% 4% 4% 0% 6% 0%
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Source (2022 study): What percent (%) of the FOOD-GRADE IP NON-GMO soybeans purchased by your company are used for the following end-purposes?  

 Most U.S. produced non-GMO food-grade soybeans are destined to be used for tofu (37%) and soymilk (21%). 
Results, although directional, show an upward trend for natto.

Bases=17.
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Impact of Soybean Prices on Growers’ Planting Intentions
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Source (2022 study): What, if any, impact has the recent increase in soybean prices had on your decision to plant the following types of soybeans?

 Results in the chart below suggest current commodity prices will negatively impact IP non-GMO soybean acres. While 
most growers will not change their current IP non-GMO acreage, more growers who are changing are likely to decrease 
rather than increase IP non-GMO acreage. Results suggest the reduction in IP non-GMO acres will be offset by more 
GMO soybean production. Given the precipitous increase in soybean commodity prices, many non-GMO growers have 
already begun to plant fewer food-grade acres. 

Base 121 121 121 121 121
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Demand and Supply for Non-GMO Food-grade Soybeans
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Source (2022 study): So we may better understand trends in the food-grade soybean market, how would you describe upstream demand for IP NON-GMO FOOD-GRADE 
soybeans in the past few years? You mentioned demand for NON-GMO FOOD-GRADE SOYBEANS has increased. What markets are showing growth?

 Purchasers agree that demand for non-GMO food-grade soybeans has increased (71% of purchasers) and is outpacing 
supply, as one exporter explains, “All markets are showing growth due to increased demand for retail products and 
poor supply.” Another retailer concurs, “We've seen an increase in demand, but I think it's due to displacement from 
other companies also having trouble sourcing.”

Base =17

It is very difficult to meet 
demand in the current market. 
We do not have enough supply 
to meet demand.

We can meet demand, but it 
takes some effort given the 
current market and supply
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When Non-GMO Food-grade Soybean Purchase Decisions Are 
Made 
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Source (2022 study): When do you typically make decisions about the quantity of NON-GMO IP FOOD-GRADE soybeans your company will contract?

 Most purchasers report making decisions about contracting for food-grade soybeans in in October to December, 
following harvest in the prior season and prior to planting for the same season. By late December, most decisions 
about contracting non-GMO food-grade soybeans have been made.
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International Markets for Food-grade Soybeans

8

Source (2022 study): What percent (%) of the IP NON-GMO FOOD-GRADE soybeans purchased in the U.S. by your company will be used domestically and what percent (%) 
will be sold for export to countries outside of the U.S.? And to which countries will the exported IP NON-GMO FOOD-GRADE soybeans go. Please enter the portion that will 
go to each country. 

 Nearly all food-grade soybeans are expected to be sold to international buyers (88% of non-GMO food-grade 
soybeans in 2022), The top international market is Japan, to where 65% of U.S. non-GMO food-grade soybeans will 
be exported in 2022. Taiwan and South Korea are the second largest markets receiving roughly 10% each of U.S. 
produced food-grade soybeans.

Base=17.
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Japan 62% 65% 64%
Taiwan 10% 10% 11%
South Korea 10% 9% 8%
Thailand 5% 4% 5%
China 4% 2% 1%
Vietnam 2% 2% 2%
Don’t know 6% 6% 6%
Other 1% 2% 2%
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• Updates to Soyfood Database







Updates to the Database:
• New data (22 crop) to be uploaded in early 

2023
• New varieties (soon to be released) 
• Ultra high protein soybeans for SPC 

purposes
• 11s 7s ratio
• Low lipo beans
• Updated map
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Thank You!


